Defining and characterising treatment-resistant schizophrenia.
This paper argues for a broader definition of treatment refractoriness that would include patients with partial drug responses, a relatively recent onset, less dramatic symptoms and intolerance to conventional drugs. The drug trials that define their responsiveness should be carefully conducted over a prolonged period of time, but need not include high doses or supplemental medications. If the consensus conference can agree on a definition of responsiveness, it will provide important guidance to clinicians as well as researchers.